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DEPARTMENT QF CHILDREN ANO FAMilY SERViCeS' RQi.E IN THE GOVERNING
f:QARD OF THe FIRST 5 i.ACOMMISSION

On January 17,2012, by . mo.tionof Supervisor Yaroslavsky, with an amendment. by
Supervisor Antarrovich, the Baard of Supervisarsinstructed the Ohief txecutive. Officer to.
canduct an evaluation of the Department of Children and Family Services' (DCPS) rOle in
the. GoyerninQ Baard of the First õ LA (FõLA) Cammission. DCFS wasappainted to. the
Board af FôLA in Mçirch 2012.

To. fartify the partnership between DCFS and F5LA, the Baard added the Directar of DCFS
as a vating member to. the gaverninQ bpard. The. F5LAStrategic plçin states the outcome
goals. for children are:. born healthy, safe from abuse and neglect, ready far kindergarten
and maintain a healthy weight. These autcomegoals are apprapriately aligned with DCFS
overall mission to prüvideql.ality child welfare servces and support so.. children grow UP

safe, healthy, educated,ahdWith permanentfamiles.

The qjrectorafPCF$ can prOVide invaluable expertise to. the F5LA Board as he can:

· Provide subject matter. expertise and first hand perspective from. a large local
OhildvveifareAgency,serVing3ô,OOO qhildren and emplpying 7,300 staff on haw to. best
serve these children and families;

· Share data andinsìghts which suppart the cantinued focus on the safety and protection
of young children from variaus forms of abuse, neglect ~nd exploitation when approving
neW initiatives or funding services; .. .

"To Enrich Lives Through Effeotive AM Caring Servioe"
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· Provide criticçil information that suppo.rts the prioritization of investments for services to
abused, neglected and exploited children; and

· Ensure coordination of service delivery with public and private providers using FôLA
funding. For example within:

o Parenting Support and Child Safety (a F5LA investment area) seeks to

support familes and reduce the risks associated with unsafe canditions for young
children. These programs pramote family strengthening, research~based,
cast,.effective strategies to enhance family relationships, support chilq
development and reduce child abuse and neglect.

o PartnerShips for Families (PFF) addresses the FôLAgoal of keeping children
are sçife fram abuse and neglect. PFFis a program designed toprevent child
çibuseby çiddressing gaps in the current child welfare system. Each of
Los Angeles Qounty'sService Planning Areas are served by PFF whiqh
collaborates with other organizations to improve outcomes at the agency, family
and community levels.

)

o Access to Substance AbUSe Services (SA Access) is a three year program
targeting pregnant women and parents or caregivers of children fiVe and under
who. are. currently peingserved by DCFS. SA Access provides screenings for
substçince use disorders, intervention and referral and treatment services. These
services are provided onsite at eacnDCFS regional offce.

Furthermore, recently F5LA appraved $22,650,000 in grants and loans to provide
permanent housing and supportive services to 7.90 familes with young children thçit are
hOmeless o.r at-risk of homelessness, and that have had involvement with the County's child
welfare system. The funding of these programs offer an innovative opportunity in salving
some of the many housing and health challenges for young children in Los Angeles County.

The initiatives highlighted above reflect the ongoing collaboratio.n between DCFS and FôLA.
These programs, coupled witn the close alignment with the overall mission of the two

entities can only further enhance the service coordination and quality service impravements.

If you have çiny qqestions or require çidditional information, please cantact Antania Jimenez
at (213) 974-7365, or via email at aJimenez~ceo.lacounty.gov.
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